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Perspective

	Week 20
	Wednesday
	 If I Was A Medieval … 

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     The bottler or butler was another important figure in the castle.  Like many of the castle positions, the bottler had a staff of people working under him.  It was his responsibility to make sure that his staff was working well and keeping the buttery full of drink.  Other castle positions included the marshal who oversaw the stables, the chamberlain, the chaplain, and the keeper of the wardrobe.

	Early Morning Explorations:
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Supplies: Small Wooden Blocks 

     For all children – The children will enjoy playing and building with the Small Wooden Blocks.  The children can demonstrate their fine motor skills as they build castles and other constructions.

     Playing with Money

Supplies: tray of play money

     For all children – Give the children a chance to review what they learned about money.  The children can identify the money for one another.  They may also want to create their own little store to purchase things.  Have the older children help the younger distinguish between the different coins and bills.

	Food for Thought:
	Exploring Grace and Courtesy:

	Supplies:   peaches and pears  

     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

     What is a bottler?
      What is a boss?  What does the boss do?
	     Show the children how to push in a chair.  Show the children how to push back their chair while they are sitting.  Then demonstrate how to walk around the chair and carefully push it in before leaving the table.  The children will learn to control their movements in order to move the chair without banging the table.     

	Yoga:

	     Chair Pose Stand upright on you mat in Mountain pose.  Inhale; step your feet a hip-width apart.  Stretch your arms out in front of you at shoulder height, keeping your fingers together.  Exhale; bend your knees and sit back and down, as if you were about to sit in a chair.  Keep lifting your chest and feel the weight back on your heels.  Hold briefly, and then come back to center.

Kid Yoga Fun With A Twist ISBN 1402715064 Sterling Publishing Co.

	Reading Adventure:  
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Place costumes in Broadway so that the children can dress up in Medieval fashion.  The children will enjoy acting out the roles of the different people they are learning about.

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     Bottler
     One of the other important people in the castle was the butler.  The butler was also sometimes called the bottler.  The bottler’s job was to make sure there was always enough to drink in the buttery.  The bottler had other people who worked with him to make sure that the buttery stayed filled with things to drink.

Supplies:  assortment of glasses, pitchers, and bottles, water, towels for spills
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     For all children – The children can pretend they are the bottler and his staff as they practice their pouring skills.  Let the children try to pour from the various containers.  With practice the children will be able to pour from different containers without spilling a drop.  They will find great pride in pouring for themselves.  Let the children continue to practice at snack and lunch times.  Simply provide the children with a small pitcher they can use to fill their own cups with.

	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Relief Sculpture

     Relief is one type of sculpture.  We often think of sculpture as only being art that is completely three-dimensional.  However, there is a long history of relief sculpture.  A relief sculpture is a sculpture that is two-dimensional, but has figures or other characters that are raised off the flat plane of the sculpture.  Relief comes in different degrees.  Bas relief is low relief where characters are only slightly raised.  With high relief the characters are raised drastically from the flat plane.  Relief can be created using an additive or subtractive process.  Today we will use the subtractive process to create a relief.

Supplies: self hardening clay, clay tools, wax paper
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     For all children – Give each child a piece of clay to begin working with.  The children should form the clay into a flat geometric shape of their choosing.  Remind the children to keep their clay on the wax paper to make clean up easier.  Explain to the children that with the subtractive process you remove clay to create the figures on the plane.  This can be done in two ways.  First, the children can remove the clay from around the figure or character.  This way the character is raised and the background drops back.  This will look very much like the additive process.  The second way is to carve the figures or characters into the flat plane.  This technique will make the characters drop back while the area around the figures becomes raised.  Let the children try the two different techniques and decide which they like the best.  Remind the children to not remove too much clay.  You need to leave enough clay to give it strength and support.  When the children are finished, set the reliefs aside to dry.

	Morning Outdoor Adventure:
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    Write It On The Sidewalk
Supplies:  sidewalk chalk

     For all children – The children can practice their writing skills on the playground sidewalks.  Give the children sidewalk chalk and let their skills shine.  They can practice writing their names, letters, and numbers.
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	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     Pre-Writing Skills

Supplies: Sandpaper Letters
[image: image5.jpg]


     For younger children – Review the letters that have been introduced to the children.  Let the children trace the Sandpaper Letters so they will have a tactile impression of them.  Also review the first letter of each child’s name.  Keep working with the children introducing a few letters at a time.  Help the children think of words that start with the letters you are talking about.  You might want to try “B” for baby, “P” for princess, and “M” for mom.

Supplies: Moveable Alphabet, Pink Card Box (see Teacher Resources)
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       For preschool children – The children can sound out and spell words as they think of them.  If the children need help thinking of words, they can use the Pink Card Box for ideas.  The Pink Card Box contains simple three letter words for the children to sound out.  Emphasize the beginning sound of each word when working with the children. 
Supplies: Moveable Alphabet,, Blue Card Box (see Teacher Resources)
      For school age children – The children can sound out and spell words using the Moveable Alphabet.  Have the children use the Blue Card Box for ideas of words to spell.  The Blue Card Box contains four letter words with blending sounds.  If the Blue Card Box is not challenging enough for school age children they can do the same activity using the Green Card Box.

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:
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     Cards Anyone?
Supplies:  set of Old Maid cards, Go Fish cards, Crazy Eight cards, Uno cards

     For all children –Playing cards were becoming more common in the Middle Ages.  Cards were one form of entertainment for people.  Choose a child’s card game to begin teaching the children.  Preschool children will enjoy Go Fish or Old Maid.  Young children can practice their number recognition while play with a deck of cards.  Older children will find Uno more challenging.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	    Find The Letter “p” 
Supplies: cut out paper “p’s”
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     For all children – Hide the paper letters on the playground.  Make sure that the hiding places you choose are not too easy for the preschoolers and not too hard for the younger children.  Explain to the children that hunting was one of the things pages had to learn to become squires.  Young boys were sent to the castle as pages.  A page studied in order to become a squire.  A squire was the last step before becoming a knight.  Have the children hunt for the “p’s.”  When they have all been found the preschoolers will enjoy hiding them again for the younger children to find.

	Teacher Resources:

	     Pink, Blue, and Green Word Cards can be downloaded at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/lang.htm#pink. 
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