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Perspective

	Week 24
	Monday
	Renaissance Thinking  

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     The Renaissance was a time of forward thinking and invention.  People like Leonardo da Vinci, William Shakespeare, and Galileo made great strides in their areas of interest.  We still read the stories of Shakespeare and we still use inventions like the pendulum by Galileo.

	Early Morning Explorations:
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Supplies:  Wooden Bevel Blocks
     Let the children build structures using the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  These wedge shaped blocks encourage children to build non-traditional shapes
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     What Number is This?

Supplies:  Sandpaper Numbers
     For all children - 
The children can practice their number recognition independently using the Sandpaper Numbers.  The children can trace the numbers with their first two fingers giving them a tactile experience with each number.  This sensorial experience will help children when they begin holding a pencil and trying to write. 

	Food for Thought:
	Exploring Grace and Courtesy:

	Supplies:  celery and peanut butter
     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

     What do we use clocks for?
     Can you name different parts of a clock? 
     What are the numbers on a clock for? 

     What are the hands on a clock for?

     What are some different kinds of clocks?
	     Encourage the children to use their words by modeling this behavior.  Use descriptive words and comments when speaking to the children.  Say things like, “I see you are building something interesting with the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  Can you tell me about it?”  Also encourage the children to use their words to express their feelings.  Children can say things like, “It makes me mad when you take my toy away or It makes me happy when you play with me.”  These simple statements will help the children learn to address their feelings verbally instead of physically.

	Yoga:

	     Rag Doll Stand up straight in Mountain pose.  Tuck your chin in toward your chest and slowly roll forward and down-try to do it one vertebra at a time.  Relax your arms and neck down toward the floor, then gently shake your head up and down and from dide to side.  Swing gentl from side to side, imagining that your upper boday is like an elephant’s trunk swinging in the breeze.  Slowly roll up your spine, bringing your head up last.
    The Rag Doll pose stimulates the brain, loosens the hip joints and stretches out the spine.
Kid Yoga Fun With A Twist ISBN 1402715064 Sterling Publishing Co.

	Reading Adventure:  

	Tell Time with the Very Busy Spider ISBN: 0448444194 Penguin Young Readers Group     
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	    Find an old pendulum clock for the children to explore.  Place the clock in the Build It – Fix It Station.  The children can identify the visible parts and investigate the inner workings of the clock.

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     What time is it?

     It was during the 1300’s, the early Renaissance, that the first mechanical clock was invented.  Time was now measured in 24 hours like it is today.  However, these first mechanical clocks were not very accurate.  These clocks could be off by 10 to 15 minutes a day!  In 1581, Galileo put an end to this error.  He invented the pendulum.  By adding a pendulum to a clock, Galileo was able to make the hands of the clock move more smoothly.  This made clocks much more accurate.  
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Supplies:  Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, 
     For younger children – Use the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock to work with the children on number recognition and basic clock reading skills.  Focus on identifying the numbers on the clock’s shape blocks.  The children can tell you what each number is.  The children can also put the numbers in order.  Begin with the number one and have the children tell you what number should come next.  Can the children find the correct block?  Point out the hands of the clock to the children.  Explain to them that the hands on the clock tell you what time it is.  Have the children find the other clocks in the classroom.  Throughout the day, tell the children the time especially at transition points.  For example, it is 1:00 pm time to get our blankets and take a nap.

     For preschool children – Begin introducing the concept of time and clocks to the children using the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock.  Count out the hours on the clock with the children.  Tell them that there are twelve hours on the clock.  Identify the basic parts of the clock with them especially the second minute and hour hands.   Explain to them that the hands on the clock tell us what time it is.  Tell the children that not all clocks look alike.  Have the children point out the other clocks in the classroom and the building as the day goes on.  Tell the children the time as the day progresses.  Make sure to tell the children the time at transition points during the day.  For example, it is 11:00 am it is time to get ready for lunch.

	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Ghiberti’s Doors
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     Lorenzo Ghiberti was a sculptor in Renaissance Florence.  He was actually one of the very best sculptors in Florence.  He entered a competition to create new doors for the Baptistry in Florence.  The people of Florence decided they wanted beautiful new doors for their baptistry.  Ghiberti won the competition and set out to make the doors.  He worked for many years casting and recasting the panels for the baptistery doors.  
Supplies:  non hardening modeling clay, clay tools, rolling pins, wax paper

     For all children – After looking at the panels designed and cast by Ghiberti give the children a large ball of clay to work with.  Have the children work on wax paper to make clean up faster and easier.  Have the children roll their clay into a thick square.  Once the children have a square to work with, they can begin designing and building their door panel.  Ask the children to pretend they are entering a competition to decorate the classroom door.  What do they think should be on the door?  Animals?  People? Letters or Numbers?  The children can carve these figures into their clay square or they can build them out of clay and add them to the clay square.  Assist the children as they need help, but let the children work as independently as possible.  When the children are finished, have them tell you and the other children about their panel.

	Morning Outdoor Adventure:

	     Jumping Rope
Supplies:  jump ropes

     For all children – The children can practice their jump roping skills on the playground.  Younger children can jump over ropes laid out on the sidewalk.  Children may want to wiggle these ropes like snakes as other children jump over them.
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	Afternoon Primary Exploration:
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     Listening and Painting

Supplies:  drawing paper, washable tempera paint, paint cups, paintbrushes, smocks, recording of Handel’s Messiah
     For all children – This is an exploration in art, music and listening.  Softly play Handel’s Messiah.  The children should close their eyes and listen to the music for a few moments.  Encourage the children to sit very still, breathe deeply, and be very quiet so they can hear the music.  Ask the children to open their eyes and begin painting what they hear in the music.  Continue to encourage the children to be very quiet so they can focus on the music.  Asking “can you hear the music?” should be enough of a reminder for most children.  Let the children paint freely.  If you notice a child has filled his paper with paint, you can move him to the next exploration or give him a new piece of paper to paint on.  You may want to point out significant changes in the music if the children do not seem to be responding to the change.  Otherwise let the children paint freely.

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	    The Inner Workings
     In the 1600’s clock making changed.  Clock makers began using gears to keep clocks running.  These gears made clocks even more accurate.  Gears are simple machines
Supplies:  plastic gears (see Teacher Resources), clock with gears
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     For all children – Open the back of the clock so the children can see the gears inside.  Show the children how the gears and the hands on the clock move together.  Give the children a chance to investigate the gears.  Now let the children create their own gear constructions using plastic gears.  The children can construct various geared machines.  The children will gain a better understanding of how gears work together.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	    Ball and Mallet Games
     A multitude of modern games seem to have their origins in the ball and mallet games that were played during the Renaissance.  One of these games called Pall Mall is thought to be the ancestor of the modern game croquet.

Supplies:  croquet set
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     For all children – Help the children to set up a croquet set on the playground.  Briefly explain the basic rules of the game to the children.  Help the children to play a game of croquet.

	Teacher Resources:

	     Lakeshore Learning has a Gear Discovery Set that would work well for this exploration.  
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