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Perspective

	Week 24
	Wednesday
	Renaissance Thinking  

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     William Shakespeare was a playwright that lived during Renaissance.  He lived in England though.  The Renaisance centered in Italy, but gradually spread throughout Europe.  Shakespeare wrote hundreds of plays, sonnets and poems.  

	Early Morning Explorations:
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Supplies:  Solar System Floor Puzzle
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     For all children – Let the children discover the Solar System as they put together the floor puzzle.  The children will be exposed to the names and spatial relationships of the planets in the Solar System.

     Inventing Shapes

Supplies:  Wooden Bevel Blocks
     Let the children build structures using the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  These wedge shaped blocks encourage children to build non-traditional shapes



	Food for Thought:
	Exploring Grace and Courtesy:

	Supplies:  Jell-O
     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

     What is a play?
     What is a poem?

     Do you know any poems?

     Have you ever been to see a play?

     Who is William Shakespeare?
	     Encourage the children to use their words by modeling this behavior.  Use descriptive words and comments when speaking to the children.  Say things like, “I see you are building something interesting with the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  Can you tell me about it?”  Also encourage the children to use their words to express their feelings.  Children can say things like, “It makes me mad when you take my toy away or It makes me happy when you play with me.”  These simple statements will help the children learn to address their feelings verbally instead of physically.     

	Yoga:

	     Rag Doll Stand up straight in Mountain pose.  Tuck your chin in toward your chest and slowly roll forward and down-try to do it one vertebra at a time.  Relax your arms and neck down toward the floor, then gently shake your head up and down and from side to side.  Swing gently from side to side, imagining that your upper body is like an elephant’s trunk swinging in the breeze.  Slowly roll up your spine, bringing your head up last.

    The Rag Doll pose stimulates the brain, loosens the hip joints and stretches out the spine.

Kid Yoga Fun With A Twist ISBN 1402715064 Sterling Publishing Co.

	Reading Adventure:  

	Stories from Shakespeare ISBN 0-7607-6805-6 Barnes and Noble
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	Imagination Station Addition:
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    Add some new puppets to the puppet stage on Broadway.  The children can use the puppets to put on their own plays.  A variety of puppets will encourage the children to be creative in their play with the puppets. 


	Morning Primary Exploration:

	      Snake Game
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Supplies:  Addition Snake Game
     For all children – Introduce the children to the Addition Snake Game:  Search for Ten.  Younger children can begin by counting the beads on the different colored bead bars.  Help the children to realize that each group of colored bead bars have the same number of beads.  Younger children can also work to put the black and white bead bars in graded order.  This activity is similar to what they have done with the Red Rods and Small Numerical Rods.  Preschool children can begin playing the Search for Ten Game.  Lay out a series of colored bead bars like a snake.  Make sure that the bead bars add up evenly to groups of ten.  Have the children begin counting the bead bars with you.  When the children reach ten, place a golden bead bar next to the colored beads that were just counted.  Continue counting the other beads.  Start with a short snake and work up to longer ones.  Soon the children will begin recognizing the colored bead combinations that add up to a golden bead bar.  You can lay out a snake for each child or you can work together as a group.

	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Be My Valentine
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Supplies:  construction paper in red, pink, and white cut into medium sized squares, glue, scissors, small shoe boxes, paintbrushes
     For all children – Each child should have a shoebox.  You will need to help the children cut a slot in the top of their box.  Make sure the slot is big enough to accommodate the size Valentine’s that children have brought or made.    Once the slots have been cut the children can begin decoration their box.  Children can paint one side of their boxes with glue and use the construction paper squares to cover the glue.  Children can create patterns using the different colored squares.  The children should try to cover the whole box remembering to leave the cut slot uncovered.  Children may also want to draw on their boxes once they are covered.  Any sort of decoration can be added.  Stickers, sequins, lace, drawings etc will all enhance the children’s boxes.  Also remember to put each child’s name on their box.

	Morning Outdoor Adventure:

	     Gather Round
Supplies:  Stories from Shakespeare ISBN 0-7607-6805-6 Barnes and Noble, blankets

     For all children – Have the childen gather around to listen to a story.  Spread out a few blankets for the children to lay or sit on as they listen.  Read one of the stories in Stories from Shakespeare.  Tell the children a little about Shakespeare as well.
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	Afternoon Primary Exploration:
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     Calling All Puppeteers and Performers
Supplies: puppets, Broadway puppet theatre, costumes

     For all children – Have the children choose a theme for a play.  The children can work together to perform their play.  The children can dress up in costumes and use the puppets for their performance.  Encourage the children to be creative.  Help the children to develop a beginning, middle, and end to their play.  When the children are ready, have them perform the play for you and any other teachers available to participate in the audience.


	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:
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    Happy Valentine’s Day
Supplies:  a few snacks, Valentine Boxes, music

     For all children – Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a small party for the children.  Have the children set out their Valentine boxes.  The children can exchange Valentines with one another.  You will need to help the children find match the names on the cards to the names on the boxes.  Children can also enjoy a few Valentine’s snacks.  Play some games like musical chairs or have a dance party.  The children will have a great time celebrating Valentine’s Day.



	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:
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    Ball and Mallet Games

Supplies:  croquet set

     For all children – Help the children to set up a croquet set on the playground.  Briefly explain the basic rules of the game to the children.  Help the children to play a game of croquet.

	Teacher Resources:
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