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Perspective

	Week 24
	Thursday
	Renaissance Thinking  

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     Leonardo da Vinci was a man a innumberable talents.  For this reason he is said to be the ideal Renaissance man, a man of great thoughts and talents.  Da Vinci was a mathematician, scientist, engineer, inventor, painter, sculptor, musician and writer. 

	Early Morning Explorations:

	     Inventing Shapes

Supplies:  Wooden Bevel Blocks
     Let the children build structures using the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  These wedge shaped blocks encourage children to build non-traditional shapes
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Supplies:  Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, clock stamp, ink pad, paper and pencils
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     For all children – Let the children work independently with the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock and clock stamp.  The children will be able to investigate the clock recalling what they have learned throughout the week.

	Food for Thought:
	Exploring Grace and Courtesy:

	Supplies: cheese cut into wedges and inclined planes, Ritz crackers
     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

     What do think a Renaissance man can do?
     Who is Leonardo da Vinci?

     What is a mathematician? Inventor?

     What would you like to invent?
	     Encourage the children to use their words by modeling this behavior.  Use descriptive words and comments when speaking to the children.  Say things like, “I see you are building something interesting with the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  Can you tell me about it?”  Also encourage the children to use their words to express their feelings.  Children can say things like, “It makes me mad when you take my toy away or It makes me happy when you play with me.”  These simple statements will help the children learn to address their feelings verbally instead of physically.    

	Yoga:

	     Rag Doll Stand up straight in Mountain pose.  Tuck your chin in toward your chest and slowly roll forward and down-try to do it one vertebra at a time.  Relax your arms and neck down toward the floor, then gently shake your head up and down and from side to side.  Swing gently from side to side, imagining that your upper body is like an elephant’s trunk swinging in the breeze.  Slowly roll up your spine, bringing your head up last.

    The Rag Doll pose stimulates the brain, loosens the hip joints and stretches out the spine.

Kid Yoga Fun With A Twist ISBN 1402715064 Sterling Publishing Co.


	Reading Adventure:  

	Simple Machines ISBN 1550743996 Kids Can Press, Lmt.     
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Hang a small poster featuring the Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci in the Tree of Knowledge.  Ask the children if they have seen this picture before.  The Mona Lisa is one of the most widely recognized pieces of artwork ever created.  The children will enjoy studying it.

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     Exploring Simple Machines   
     Leonardo da Vinci was an engineer and inventor.  He had many notebooks filled with drawings of machines.  These machines often used a combination of several simple machines to work.  Da Vinci invented many elaborate machines this way.

Supplies:  several pieces of wood, 2 x 4’s would work well, cut to about 6 – 12 inches long, screws with large heads, short screwdrivers

     For younger children – The children can explore the screw, a simple machine.  Let the children practice putting screws into predrilled holes using screwdrivers.  Screws with large heads will be easier for the children to manipulate as will a short screwdriver. 
Supplies: wooden balance 
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     For preschool children – Let the children explore the parts of a balance.  Identify the different parts of the balance for the children.  Then let the children weigh items from the classroom comparing weights.  Have the children predict which item they think will be heavier or lighter.  Challenge the children to find items that weigh the same making the balance even.

	Morning Art Exploration:
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     The Mona Lisa
     Leonardo da Vinci spent many years painting the Mona Lisa.  He never thought the painting was just right; so he carried the painting with him and continued making changes to it.  The Mona Lisa is a portrait though art historians are not sure who exactly da Vinci was painting.  A portrait is a picture of a person.  A portrait can have many different backgrounds depending on where the person being painted is.  The artist can also decide to make up a background like da Vinci did.  The Mona Lisa actually has two different backgrounds because the landscapes on the sides of the woman do not meet.  Da Vinci painted the background on the left of a different place than the background on the right.
Supplies:  painting paper, washable tempera paint, paint brushes and cups, smocks, pictures of different landscapes

     For all children – Have the children paint a portrait of someone.  The children may want to paint one another or a parent or relative.  Encourage the children to paint the person fairly large and to focus on the person’s head, face, and upper body like in the Mona Lisa.  When the children have finished painting the person have them study the landscape pictures.  Have the the children choose two different landscapes.  The childen can paint one of the landscapes on one side of the person in their painting and the other landscape on the other side.  The basic shapes in the landscapes is a great place to start painting the backgrounds.  Younger children can focus on painting thses basic shapes. 

	Morning Outdoor Adventure:

	     Jumping Rope

Supplies:  jump ropes

     For all children – The children can practice their jump roping skills on the playground.  Younger children can jump over ropes laid out on the sidewalk.  Children may want to wiggle these ropes like snakes as other children jump over them.
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	Afternoon Primary Exploration:
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     Listening and Drawing

Supplies:  drawing paper, pastels, hairspray, smocks, recording of Handel’s Water Music or Music for the Royal Fireworks
     For all children – This is an exploration in art, music and listening.  Softly play a selection by Handel.  The children should close their eyes and listen to the music for a few moments.  Encourage the children to sit very still, breathe deeply, and be very quiet so they can hear the music.  Ask the children to open their eyes and begin painting what they hear in the music.  Continue to encourage the children to be very quiet so they can focus on the music.  Asking “can you hear the music?” should be enough of a reminder for most children.  Let the children paint freely.  If you notice a child has filled his paper with paint, you can move him to the next exploration or give him a new piece of paper to paint on.  You may want to point out significant changes in the music if the children do not seem to be responding to the change.  Otherwise let the children paint freely.

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	    Exploring More Simple Machines
Supplies:  Gear Discovery Set
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     For all children – The children can investigate gears and how they work as simple machines.  This gear set provides the children with over 100 plastic gears to construct with.  The children will develop motor skills as they build their geared machines as well as develop a better understanding of how gears work together to make a job easier.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	     Look at Them Go
Supplies:  slide and cars    

     For younger children – Let the children take turns pushing cars down the sidewalk and down a small slide.  Ask the children which one goes faster.

	Teacher Resources:

	    Lakeshore Learning has a Gear Discovery Set that would work well for this exploration.  
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