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Perspective

	Week 24
	Friday
	Renaissance Thinking  

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     Many of the machines invented by Leonardo da Vinci were never constructed during his day.  Leonardo created designs for machines like the helicopter.  In his time the technology did not exist to build these type of machines.  Leonardo filled many notebooks with ideas like the helicopter.  

	Early Morning Explorations:

	     What Number is This?

Supplies:  Sandpaper Numbers
     For all children - The children can practice their number recognition independently using the Sandpaper Numbers.  The children can trace the numbers with their first two fingers giving them a tactile experience with each number.  This sensorial experience will help children when they begin holding a pencil and trying to write.

     Exploring Simple Machines   

Supplies:  several pieces of wood, 2 x 4’s would work well, cut to about 6 – 12 inches long, screws with large heads, short screwdrivers
     For younger children – The children can explore the screw, a simple machine.  Let the children practice putting screws into predrilled holes using screwdrivers.  Screws with large heads will be easier for the children to manipulate as will a short screwdriver. 

Supplies: wooden balance 
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     For preschool children – Let the children explore the parts of a balance.  Identify the different parts of the balance for the children.  Then let the children weigh items from the classroom comparing weights.  Have the children predict which item they think will be heavier or lighter.  Challenge the children to find items that weigh the same making the balance even

	Food for Thought:
	Exploring Grace and Courtesy:

	Supplies:   cheese and sausage with crackers
     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

     What would you like to invent?
     What do you need to invent something?
	     Encourage the children to use their words by modeling this behavior.  Use descriptive words and comments when speaking to the children.  Say things like, “I see you are building something interesting with the Wooden Bevel Blocks.  Can you tell me about it?”  Also encourage the children to use their words to express their feelings.  Children can say things like, “It makes me mad when you take my toy away or It makes me happy when you play with me.”  These simple statements will help the children learn to address their feelings verbally instead of physically.     

	Yoga:

	     Rag Doll Stand up straight in Mountain pose.  Tuck your chin in toward your chest and slowly roll forward and down-try to do it one vertebra at a time.  Relax your arms and neck down toward the floor, then gently shake your head up and down and from side to side.  Swing gently from side to side, imagining that your upper body is like an elephant’s trunk swinging in the breeze.  Slowly roll up your spine, bringing your head up last.

    The Rag Doll pose stimulates the brain, loosens the hip joints and stretches out the spine.

Kid Yoga Fun With A Twist ISBN 1402715064 Sterling Publishing Co.

	Reading Adventure:  
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	Week 24
	Friday
	 Renaissance Thinking 

	Imagination Station Addition:

	

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     Snake Game
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Supplies:  Addition Snake Game
     For all children – Introduce the children to the Addition Snake Game:  Search for Ten.  Younger children can begin by counting the beads on the different colored bead bars.  Help the children to realize that each group of colored bead bars have the same number of beads.  Younger children can also work to put the black and white bead bars in graded order.  This activity is similar to what they have done with the Red Rods and Small Numerical Rods.  Preschool children can begin playing the Search for Ten Game.  Lay out a series of colored bead bars like a snake.  Make sure that the bead bars add up evenly to groups of ten.  Have the children begin counting the bead bars with you.  When the children reach ten, place a golden bead bar next to the colored beads that were just counted.  Continue counting the other beads.  Start with a short snake and work up to longer ones.  Soon the children will begin recognizing the colored bead combinations that add up to a golden bead bar.  You can lay out a snake for each child or you can work together as a group.

	Morning Art Exploration:
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    Artist or Inventor
     Leonardo da Vinci used his artistic skills together with his ability to invent.  Even though the technology didn’t exist to build many of the machines he dreamed up, Leonardo brought his ideas to life in his many detailed drawings. 

Supplies:  drawing paper, charcoal pencils, smocks

     For all children – Have the children pretend they are Leonardo.  The children can dream up a new machine.  Have the children think of a new machine that would be convenient to have.  Have the children draw a picture of the machine including the parts that make it work.  The children can also choose an existing “machine” from the classroom to draw.  For example the children could draw a stapler or a pair of scissors focusing on the part of the “machine” that makes it work.

	Morning Outdoor Adventure:

	    How Fast?
Supplies:  slide, cars, stopwatch, measuring tape, sidewalk chalk

     For all children – Measure the length of a slide.  Measure out this same distance on the sidewalk and mark it with sidewalk chalk.  Let the children make predictions about what is faster the sidewalk or slide.  Have the children take turns pushing cars down the slide and sidewalk.  Time each run with a stop watch to see which is faster the flat sidewalk or the slide.  Try different cars to see if the results change.  Discuss with the children the outcomes.
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	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     What time is it?
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Supplies:  Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, clock stamp, ink pad, paper and pencils

     For younger children – Use the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock to work with the children on number recognition and basic clock reading skills.  Focus on identifying the numbers on the clock’s shape blocks.  The children can tell you what each number is.  The children can also put the numbers in order.  Begin with the number one and have the children tell you what number should come next.  Can the children find the correct block?  Point out the hands of the clock to the children.  Explain to them that the hands on the clock tell you what time it is.  Have the children find the other clocks in the classroom.  Throughout the day, tell the children the time especially at transition points.  For example, it is 1:00 pm time to get our blankets and take a nap.

     For preschool children – Begin introducing the concept of time and clocks to the children using the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock.  Count out the hours on the clock with the children.  Tell them that there are twelve hours on the clock.  Identify the basic parts of the clock with them especially the second minute and hour hands.   Explain to them that the hands on the clock tell us what time it is.  Tell the children that not all clocks look alike.  Have the children point out the other clocks in the classroom and the building as the day goes on.  Tell the children the time as the day progresses.  Make sure to tell the children the time at transition points during the day.  For example, it is 11:00 am it is time to get ready for lunch.

     For school age children – Use the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock to review the concepts of time with the children.  Remind the children about how the numbers around the clock are both hours and minutes.  Review which hand is which on a clock.  The children can then use the clock stamp and ink pad to stamp a few clocks of their own.  Have the children fill in the hour and minute hands on the clock.  The children can trade papers and figure out what time it is.  

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	 [image: image6.jpg]


    Inventing Improvements
Supplies:  After School Curriculum Kit Archimedes’ Screw

     For all children – The Archimedes’ Screw was used during Leonardo’s time.  Some of his many inventions were other ways to move water.  Use the After School Curriculum Kit Archimedes’ Screw to teach the children about this water moving technique.  The children may then want to develop their own machines to move water.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	    Ball and Mallet Games

Supplies:  croquet set
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     For all children – Help the children to set up a croquet set on the playground.  Briefly explain the basic rules of the game to the children.  Help the children to play a game of croquet.

	Teacher Resources:
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