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Perspective

	September Week 3
	Prehistoric Times
Tuesday
	The Stone Age

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	    The Stone Age People who lived during the Stone Age did not have a system of writing.  These groups of people relied on drawing and oral storytelling to preserve the important events within their lives and cultures.  

	Early Morning Secondary Explorations:

	     Story Collage
Supplies:  magazines, scissors, glue sticks, construction paper

     For all children – The children can look for pictures in the magazines that tell a story.  The children can also cut out pictures to illustrate their own story.  Have the children glue their pictures to a piece of construction paper.  
    Story Books

Supplies: an assortment of children’s picture books

     For all children – Make an assortment of children’s picture books available to the children to explore.  As the children examine the books they will develop their own stories to correspond with the pictures.     

	Food for Thought:

	     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

Why do we need to write things down?
Have people always written things down?

How can we remember things without writing?
	    “T” is for Turkey

Supplies:  sliced turkey, crackers, and fruit

     Talk to the children about the letter “T.”     


	Yoga:

	     Chasing Away The Clouds Meditation – Imagine a huge blue sky in front, behind, above, and below you.  Remember that this place is always peaceful and because it is inside you, you can return to it at any time.  Picture any negative feelings as clouds passing across your sky.  Sit quietly and look at these clouds for a while – observe their shapes, colors, and textures.  Perhaps they have shapes or faces in them.  Remember that, no matter how big and dark the clouds that pass across it, the sky is never damaged.  We can’t be hurt by feelings either.  When you feel ready to let your thought clouds go and say goodbye.  Imagine the clouds disappearing each time you breathe out.  Your sky becomes sunny, bright, and blue again.  You feel well, happy and free of negative emotions.

	Reading Adventure:  

	Goodnight Moon ISBN 0694003611 Harper Collins
The Very Hungry Caterpillar ISBN 0399226907 Young Penguin Readers

Rainbow Fish: Colors ISBN 0735819300 North – South Books
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Place the assortment of picture books used in the Early Morning Exploration in the Reading Loft.  The children can continue to explore these books throughout the week.

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     Draw Me A Story

Supplies:  oil pastels, construction paper

     For younger children – Explain to the children that the people who lived long ago during the Stone Age didn’t know how to write yet.  They drew pictures instead.  Let the children pick something that happened during the morning.  The children can use the oil pastels and construction paper to draw what happened.  
     For preschool children – Explain to the children that during the Stone Age a system of writing had not developed yet.  People relied on pictures and storytelling to record events that occurred.  Have the children use oil pastels and paper to draw a story about something that happened to them today.  Remind the children that they cannot use words, letters, or numbers.  Encourage the children to include details in their pictures to help identify the characters and happenings in their story.

	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Prehistoric Art – Weaving

     Weaving began in the Stone Age.  Humans wove natural fibers like dried grass or reeds to make baskets.  Baskets could be used to carry and store many different things.  Later, man took the fibers of the flax plant and wove them together to make linen fabric.  We still use these same weaving techniques today for making baskets, rugs, tapestries, and fabrics.

Supplies:  12” x 18” colored construction paper (one sheet per child), 12” long strips of paper cut in various widths, ruler, pencil, smocks
     For all children – Ahead of time, before the art exploration, take each piece of construction paper and measure a 2” border on two opposite sides of the paper.  Fold the paper in half so that you can see the lines you made.  Measure and cut ½ inch lines from the fold to the pencil marks.  

     Give each child a piece of construction paper.  This paper is like a loom to weave on.  Now give each child a strip of paper.  Show the children how to begin weaving the paper strip into the loom by going under 1 and then over 1.  Continue this pattern for the whole strip.  The next strip of paper will be woven in the opposite pattern starting over 1 and then under 1.  Have the children repeat this until the paper loom has been filled with strips.  When the loom is full glue the ends of the strips to the loom on both sides.

	Outdoor Adventure:

	     Sidewalk Drawings
Supplies:  sidewalk chalk

     For all children – Let the children draw pictures on the sidewalks of the playground.  The children can invent stories to go along with their pictures.  Encourage the children to invent stories including several sidewalk pictures.
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	Morning Outdoor Exploration:

	     Pre-Writing Skills Practice

Supplies:  Sandpaper Letters, pre-made pages with each child’s name, address and phone number, paper, pencils

     The younger children can practice their pre-writing skills using the Sandpaper Letters.  They can trace the letters in their name.  The preschool and school age children can practice writing their name, address, and phone number using pre-made sheets as guides.

	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     Writing a Silly Story
Supplies:  magnetic letter set, magnetic word set, large baking sheets
     For younger children – The children will enjoy playing with the magnets as they become more familiar with their letters.  Have the children combine letters to create simple words like cat and dog.  Point to the letters and words and read them together.
     For preschool and school age children – Let the children write a short story using the magnetic words.  Children can work together to come up with a story idea and to read the magnetic words.  When the children are finished writing their story have them read it to you or to another child.

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	     Skip Counting by Fives

Supplies:  play money nickels, pennies, ones and fives

     For all children – Introduce the children to money using the denominations of one and five.  Explain to the children that a nickel is equal to five pennies.  Have the children practice their skip counting as they count their money.  Help the children skip count by fives up to twenty, fifty, and a hundred.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	     Storytelling
     For all children – Sit in a circle with the children.  Play the game telephone.  Begin by quietly telling the first child a sentence that tells a story.  For example, there was a pig who liked to fly.  The first child will then whisper the sentence to the child sitting next to him.  The sentence will travel around the circle until it reaches the teacher again.  Talk about what the original sentence was and what the final sentence was.  

	Teacher Resources:
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