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Perspective

	September Week 3
	Prehistoric Times
Thursday
	The Stone Age

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     The Stone Age was a time of great development and achievement in the history of man.  Man began changing the materials he found on the earth to suit his needs.  He began building shelter where he wanted rather than living in the natural caves that already existed.  

	Early Morning Secondary Explorations:

	     Pre-Writing Skills Practice

Supplies:  Sandpaper Letters, pre-made pages with each child’s name, address and phone number, paper, pencils

     The younger children can practice their pre-writing skills using the Sandpaper Letters.  They can trace the letters in their name.  The preschool and school age children can practice writing their name, address, and phone number using pre-made sheets as guides.

     Sorting out the Stone Age

Supplies:  rocks collected in Monday Morning Outdoor Exploration, small pieces of wood and shells, large bowl, divided container

     For all children – The children can run their fingers and hands through the bowl of material.  Have the children remove a few specimens from the bowl at a time.  The children can sort the specimen into the divided tray according to characteristics they determine.

	Food for Thought:

	     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

What is a shelter?
What kinds of shelter do we live in?

What can you make a shelter out of?
	     “T” is for Tortilla Wraps
Supplies:  tortillas, cheese, lunch meat

     Place cheese and lunch meat on a tortilla.  Roll it up to make a tortilla wrap.


	Yoga:

	     Chasing Away The Clouds Meditation – Imagine a huge blue sky in front, behind, above, and below you.  Remember that this place is always peaceful and because it is inside you, you can return to it at any time.  Picture any negative feelings as clouds passing across your sky.  Sit quietly and look at these clouds for a while – observe their shapes, colors, and textures.  Perhaps they have shapes or faces in them.  Remember that, no matter how big and dark the clouds that pass across it, the sky is never damaged.  We can’t be hurt by feelings either.  When you feel ready to let your thought clouds go and say goodbye.  Imagine the clouds disappearing each time you breathe out.  Your sky becomes sunny, bright, and blue again.  You feel well, happy and free of negative emotions.

	Reading Adventure:  

	Tool Book ISBN 0823406946 Holiday House, Inc
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Add Tool Cards (see Teacher’s Resources) to the Build It Imagination Station.  The children can match the cards and search through the Imagination Station for items that match the cards.

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     “T” is for Tool

Supplies:  Sandpaper Letters, Moveable Alphabet, pencil and paper
     For younger children – Introduce the children to the letter “T” using the Sandpaper Letters.  Give each child the opportunity to trace the letter with their fingers.  As the children trace the letter, say different words that start with the letter “T.”
     For preschool children – Have the children write as many words as they can think of that start with the letter “T.”  The children can use the letters in the Moveable Alphabet to spell out the words.  If the children would like to write the words they make with the alphabet, give them paper and pencil.  The children may also want to illustrate the words they write.

	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Prehistoric Art – Painting
     We have learned about cave paintings.  It was during the Stone Age that most of the cave paintings we know about today were created.  People painted on the walls of the caves that they lived in.  They painted pictures of the important things they wanted to remember and to tell others about.  We know that the “cavemen” of the Stone Age did not know how to write so these paintings were their only way to keep track of the past.  People during the Stone Age sometimes built their shelters inside these caves for extra protection.  Many of these shelters were made from sticks, rocks, and animal hides.

Supplies:  brown paper, washable tempera paint, paintbrushes, paint cups, smocks
     For all children – Have the children imagine that they lived in a hut, teepee, or cave like the people did during the Stone Age.  Have the children paint a picture they would like to make a part of their shelter.  Have the children decide which type of shelter they would live in.  Where would they put their painting?  Would it be something to hang in their shelter or would it be a part of their shelter like a cave painting is?

	Outdoor Adventure:

	     Rock Building
Supplies:  bag of palm sized rocks, small empty swimming pool, image of Stonehenge
     For all children – Empty the rocks into the small pool.  Let the children explore the challenges in building with natural rocks.  Show the children the image of Stonehenge.  Tell the children how men during the Stone Age moved the huge rocks from miles away to build Stonehenge where it stands.  Let the children will enjoy the tactile experience of building with rocks. 
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	Morning Outdoor Exploration:

	     Play a Rhythm

Supplies:  woodwind instruments and percussion instruments

     For all children – Sit in a circle with the children.  Show the children the instruments reviewing the names as you pass them out.  Let the children create a rhythm together.  Have the children strike or blow into their instrument every time you clap your hands.  


	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     Using Tools

Supplies:  After School Curriculum Kit PlayDoh Hammer and Saw 

     For all children – The children will enjoy further exploration using tools and the After School Curriculum Kit PlayDoh Hammer and Saw.

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	     Musical Instruments

Supplies: set of woodwind instruments, set of percussion instruments, instrument cards (see Teacher’s Resources)
     For all children – Talk to the children about the difference between a woodwind and a percussion instrument.  A percussion instrument makes sound when it is struck.  A woodwind instrument makes sound air is pushed through it.  Have the children sort the instrument into two groups.  Introduce the children to the proper names of the instruments.  The children can use the instrument cards to match to the real instruments as well as to each other.  Give the children a chance to play the different instruments.  Discuss the different sounds that are made by the two different types of instruments.  Have the children take turns closing their eyes and trying to identify the instrument being played by another child.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	     Skip Counting by Fives

Supplies:  play money nickels, pennies, ones and fives

     For all children – Introduce the children to money using the denominations of one and five.  Explain to the children that a nickel is equal to five pennies.  Have the children practice their skip counting as they count their money.  Help the children skip count by fives up to twenty, fifty, and a hundred.

	Teacher Resources:

	     Instrument Cards can be found at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/mus.htm#ins
     Tool Cards are available at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/lang.htm#class
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