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Perspective

	September Week 3
	Prehistoric Times
Friday
	The Stone Age

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     The Stone Age was the very beginning of life as we have come to know it.  The men and women of the Stone Age are responsible for the first tools, paintings, manmade shelters, and villages ever made.

	Early Morning Secondary Explorations:

	     Stone Age Cards

Supplies:  Stone Age Cards (see Teacher’s Resources) 

     For all children – The children can match up the Stone Age cards.  As the children work, discuss with them the items they see on the cards.  Have the children tell you what they think the items were used for.

     I Know My Shapes and Colors

Supplies: Geometric Solids, Secondary Color Tablets
     For all children – The children can review their colors and shapes using these two materials.  Older children can help younger children to master these materials.


	Food for Thought:

	     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

What do you know about the Stone Age?
Would you want to live in the Stone Age?
	     “T” is for toast
Supplies: bread, butter, jelly, toaster

     Let the children make toast and then spread butter and jelly on it.


	Yoga:

	     Chasing Away The Clouds Meditation – Imagine a huge blue sky in front, behind, above, and below you.  Remember that this place is always peaceful and because it is inside you, you can return to it at any time.  Picture any negative feelings as clouds passing across your sky.  Sit quietly and look at these clouds for a while – observe their shapes, colors, and textures.  Perhaps they have shapes or faces in them.  Remember that, no matter how big and dark the clouds that pass across it, the sky is never damaged.  We can’t be hurt by feelings either.  When you feel ready to let your thought clouds go and say goodbye.  Imagine the clouds disappearing each time you breathe out.  Your sky becomes sunny, bright, and blue again.  You feel well, happy and free of negative emotions.

	Reading Adventure:  

	Life in the Prehistoric Age ISBN 0764158414 Barron’s Educational Series, Inc.  
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Add a bucket of palm sized rocks to the Rock Quarry.  The children will invent new ways of moving the larger rocks with the toy trucks as well as create interesting structures with the rocks.

	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     What time is it?
Supplies:  Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, clock stamp, ink pad, paper and pencils

     For younger children – Begin introducing the concept of time and clocks to the children using the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock.  Point out the other clocks in the classroom and the building as the day goes on.  Help the children to recognize the numbers on the clock.  Tell the children the time as the day progresses.

     For preschool children – Using the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, introduce the concepts of time and clocks with the children.  Explain the basics of reading a clock to the children.  Make sure they can identify the hour and minute hands.  Help them figure out what time it is.  As the day progresses, point out the time and clocks as the day progresses.  Have the children practice figuring out how many minutes the numbers stand for.



	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Prehistoric Art – Pottery
     Clay is a naturally occurring substance on our earth.  For thousands of years people have taken clay from the ground and formed it into vessels.  Sometimes these vessels are functional, others are decorative.  During the Stone Age, people used clay from the ground, formed it into vessels, and baked it in a fire to give it strength.  These same basic techniques are used by potters today.

Supplies:  self hardening clay, clay tools and rollers, wax paper to cover tables, smocks

     For all children – Let the children manipulate the clay using the tools and rollers.  Talk to the children about the different marks the tools make in the clay.  When the children are ready, they can make a vessel out of their clay.  Begin by taking a small amount of the clay and rolling it into a ball.  Place the ball on the wax paper and gently flatten it.  This will be the base of your vessel.  Now take another piece of clay.  Roll this piece of clay into a long, skinny snake (coil).  When the snake (coil) is done, gently lift it up and wind it around the edge of your vessel base.  Carefully pinch the bottom of the coil and the top of the base together.  Continue making coils and adding them to the base.  The coils create the walls of the vessel.  Gently rub the edges of the coils together to make the vessel walls strong.  

     When the children are finished the vessels may be set aside to air dry.

	Outdoor Adventure:

	     Rock Building

Supplies:  bag of palm sized rocks, small empty swimming pool, image of Stonehenge

     For all children –Let the children continue exploring the challenges in building with natural rocks.  Show the children the image of Stonehenge again.  Remind the children that men during the Stone Age moved the huge rocks from miles away to build Stonehenge where it stands.  Let the children will enjoy the tactile experience of building with rocks.
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	Morning Outdoor Exploration:

	     And the Band Plays On

Supplies:  woodwind and percussion instruments

     For all children – Review the names of each instrument as you pass them out to the children.  Let the children march around the playground as they play original songs with the instruments.


	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     Counting Stones

Supplies:  Sandpaper Numbers and Number Rods, bowl of stones

     For younger children – Help the children count the stones.  See how many stones there are in the bowl.  Then lay out a few stones at a time and have the children count them.  Have the children find the Sandpaper Number that corresponds with number of stones laid out.

     For preschool children – Lay out the stones a few at a time.  Have the children count the stones and then find the corresponding Number Rod.  Repeat the activity laying out a different number of stones each time.
     For school age children – Lay out several piles of stones.  Have the children count how many stones are in each pile and then add the amounts together.  Add and remove stones from the piles to create new problems for the children.



	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	     Pre-Writing Skills Practice

Supplies:  Sandpaper Letters, pre-made pages with each child’s name, address and phone number, paper, pencils

     The younger children can practice their pre-writing skills using the Sandpaper Letters.  They can trace the letters of their name.  The preschool and school age children can practice writing their name, address, and phone number using pre-made sheets as guides.



	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	     Gather Snack
Supplies:  packaged granola bars

     For all children – Choose a few children or a teacher to hide snack on the playground.  Have the children search the playground for their snack.  When the children find their granola bar,  they may sit down and enjoy snack.



	Teacher Resources:

	     Stone Age Cards can be found at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/history.htm#sto
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