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Perspective

	September Week 4
	Prehistoric Times
Monday
	The Origins of Agriculture

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     The Origins of Agriculture After the last Ice Age, the earth began experiencing long dry seasons.  These seasons were favorable for annual plants to die off leaving their dormant seeds.  These seeds could then be gathered and stored or planted.  This enabled hunter-gatherers, like those in the Fertile Crescent, to settle and stay in an area forming small villages.

	Early Morning Secondary Explorations:

	     What time is it?
Supplies:  Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, clock stamp, ink pad, paper and pencils

     For younger children – Begin introducing the concept of time and clocks to the children using the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock.  Point out the other clocks in the classroom and the building as the day goes on.  Help the children to recognize the numbers on the clock.  Tell the children the time as the day progresses.

     For preschool children – Using the Wooden Shape Sorting Clock, introduce the concepts of time and clocks with the children.  Explain the basics of reading a clock to the children.  Make sure they can identify the hour and minute hands.  Help them figure out what time it is.  As the day progresses, point out the time and clocks as the day progresses.

     Fruit Card Box – Spanish

Supplies: Fruit Card Box – Spanish

    For all children – Let the children match the fruit cards together.  The children can identify the different fruits and begin learning their Spanish names.

	Food for Thought:

	     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

    What is agriculture?
    What is a crop?

    What types of crops are grown here where we live?

    Why do we grow crops?
	     “F” is for Food
Supplies: carrots, celery, cucumbers, dip

     As the children enjoy their snack, talk with them about how celery and carrots grow.


	Yoga:

	     Staff Pose – Sit on the floor with your back straight and your legs stretched out in front of you.  Press your sitting bones into the floor and point the crown of your head toward the ceiling to lengthen and straighten your spine.  Flex your feet and press out through your heels.  Place your palms on the floor beside your hips to support you spine and then relax your shoulders down.  Your upper body should be erect, but relaxed.  Relax your legs to the floor so your lower body feels firmly grounded.  Hold the pose.
maran illustrated Yoga ISBN 1592008682 marangraphics.inc

	Reading Adventure:  

	Funny Fuzzy Furry Farm ISBN 075662021X DK Publishing
My First Tell the Time ISBN 078998413 DK Publishing
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Fill the Water Table with sand.  Place toy tractors, combines, and other farm equipment in the sand for the children to manipulate.  The children can plant fields of crops using their farm equipment.


	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     This is a “f”
Supplies:  Sandpaper Letters, Moveable Alphabet, “f” word cards and object box

     For younger children – Introduce the children to the letter “f” using the Sandpaper Letters.  Give each child a chance to trace the letter with his first two fingers.  Use the “f” object box to help the children think of things that start with the letter “f.”  Let the children hold the objects as you talk about them.  When it is time to put the objects away, have the child tell you what he is holding.  As you say the name of each object place emphasis on the beginning “f” sound.
     For preschool children – Have the children begin writing words that start with the letter “f” using the Moveable Alphabet.  Explain to the children that “f” is the beginning sound for each of these words.  The children can use the “f” word cards for ideas as well as the “f” object box.  As the children work write down the words they make with the Moveable Alphabet.  This list of words will be used for a later activity.
Note:  An object box can be made by filling a small box or basket with objects and trinkets that start with the letter “f.”   Word cards can be made by simply writing words that start with “f” on index cards or by typing and then cutting them out.  Word cards will last longer if they are laminated.

	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Painting a Field
     Through out time many artists have painted fields of crops.  May be this is because crops play such a large role in our lives and cultures.  Agriculture was one of the first reasons that people began staying in one place forming the first villages and settlements.  Show the children a painting of a field (The Sower at Sunset or Green Corn Stalks both by Vincent Van Gogh, see Weekly Book List).  
Supplies:  painting paper, washable tempera paint, paintbrushes, paint cups, smocks for the children

     For all children – Have the children close their eyes and picture a field they have seen.  Have the children think about the different colors and patterns they saw in the field.  Was it day or night?  Was the sun shining or was it cloudy?  When each child is ready they may begin painting the field they pictured in their mind.  



	Outdoor Adventure:

	     Nature Walk

     For all children – Take a walk around the neighborhood.  Look for fields of crops, vegetable gardens, and flower gardens.  Count how many gardens you come across on your walk.  Try to identify the plants you see.
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	Morning Outdoor Exploration:

	     Making your own Sandpaper Letter

Supplies: thick paper with large “f” printed on it, glue, sand, blank thick paper, paintbrushes
     For younger children – Have the children cover the printed “f” with a light coat of glue.  The children can then sprinkle sand over the glue.  The children should make sure they cover all the glue with sand.  Let the glue dry.  Shake off the excess sand.  The children can now trace the letter “f” with their finger.
     For preschool children – Have the children choose a word that begins with the letter “f.”  Help the each child write the word on his paper in large block letters.  The children can then cover the letters in glue.  Sprinkle sand on the glue until all the glue has been covered.  Let the glue dry.  Shake off the excess sand.  The children can then trace the word with their fingers.  Children can make multiple words beginning with the letter “f” if they would like.

	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     Vegetable Prints

Supplies:  a few potatoes, a few apples, green peppers, cauliflower and broccoli florets, mushrooms, washable tempera paint thinned slightly, thick paper (fruits and veggies will need to be sliced)
Note:  potatoes should be cut in half and left out to dry at least one hour before you plan on using them.  

     For all children – Have the children help you to identify the different fruits and vegetables you will be using.  You can talk with the children about how those particular fruits and veggies grow as they work.  The children can select different slices of fruit and veggies to make a print with.  Simply dip the slice of fruit/veggie in the paint and then carefully place on your paper.  Remove the slice of fruit/veggie to see the print it made.  Potatoes can be carved to print a specific design.  Cut away the part that you don’t want to show as only the raised part with print.

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	     Where is the Fertile Crescent?

Supplies:  Puzzle Map of Asia, world map, paper and colored pencils
     For all children – Discuss with the children the importance of the Fertile Crescent to the beginning of agriculture.  It was in this area that the first fields were sown and harvested.  The skills of growing your own food spread from this area to the rest of the world.  Find the Fertile Crescent (part of present day Iraq, Turkey, Syria, and Jordan) on the world map.  Use this as a guide to find the Fertile Crescent on the Puzzle Map of Asia.  Have the children trace and label the puzzle pieces that make up the Fertile Crescent.  The children can continue tracing the rest of Asia if they would like.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	     Silly Stories
Supplies:  list of words from Morning Primary Exploration, paper and markers

     For all children – Have the children gather around you.  Read aloud all the words on the list to the children.  Have a child choose a word off the list.  Use this word to start your story.  For example, once upon a time there was a frog named Fred.  Have the children help make up the story using as many words off the list as possible.  The sillier the story the better.  School age children can read through the list as you work or help write down the story.

	Teacher Resources:

	     Fruit Cards – Spanish are available at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/geo.htm#spa
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