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Perspective

	September Week 4
	Prehistoric Times
Thursday
	The Origins of Agriculture

	Teacher:
	Age Group:
	Date:

	Theme for the Day:

	     Domesticated Animals Some of the earliest animals to be domesticated were sheep, goats, cows, and pigs.  These animals provided milk, leather, wool, hides, and fertilizer.  Animals also helped with work especially ploughing fields.

	Early Morning Secondary Explorations:

	     Playing on the Farm
Supplies:  small barn and animals

     For all children – The children can pretend they are a farmer tending to the animals while they play with the barn and animals.  Help the children to identify the farm animals by name.

     Animal Collage
Supplies:  magazines, thick paper, glue, scissors

    For all children – The children can search magazines for pictures of animals.  Have the children cut out the animal pictures they find to create an animal collage.  Talk to the children about which animals are tame or domesticated and which ones are wild or non domesticated.

	Food for Thought:

	     The following questions should be used to stimulate discussion with the children while they are having their snack.

     What kinds of animals belong on a farm?

     What about a farm in another country?

     What do animals help us do?


	Supplies:  animal crackers


	Yoga:

	     Cow Face Pose – Begin in Staff Pose.  Bend your left leg and bring your left heel under your right thigh, near your right hip.  Bend your right leg over your left knee and bring your right heel near your left hip.  Rest your palms on your feet.  Press your sitting bones into the floor and point the crown of your head toward the ceiling to lengthen your spine.  Bend your left elbow and bring your left forearm behind your back.  Rest the back of your left hand in the middle of your back, near your shoulder blades.  Inhale and extend your right arm over your head.  Bend your right elbow and place your right hand between your shoulder blades.  With your right hand, clasp the fingers of your left hand.  Gently pull your elbows away from each other.  Feel your shoulders stretching and your chest opening.  Hold the pose and then release your hands and return to Staff Pose.  Repeat on the other side.

maran illustrated Yoga ISBN 1592008682 marangraphics.inc

	Reading Adventure:  

	Life Cycle Horse ISBN 1574715593 Creative Teaching Press
Life Cycle Chicken ISBN 1574715542 Creative Teaching Press
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	Imagination Station Addition:

	     Add the book Small Pet Care ISBN 0756611040 DK Publishing to the Farm.  The children can learn more about how to take care of their class pets.


	Morning Primary Exploration:

	     I Know My Animals in Spanish
Supplies:  Farm Animals – Spanish Card Box (see Teacher’s Resources)
     For all children – Help the children sort through the cards identifying the animals pictured.  Tell the children the English and Spanish name for each animal.  The children can match the sets of cards together as well as match the cards to the small animals in the box.  The children will have a visual, auditory, and tactile learning experience using the card box.



	Morning Art Exploration:

	     Corn Husk Dolls

Supplies:  corn husks, string, cotton balls

     For all children – Place the cotton in a piece of husk, twisting and tying it to make the head.  Make arms by rolling a single strip of husk and tying it near the ends for hands.  Slide the arms through the husk under the head.  Tie the waist with string.  Arrange five or six husks around the doll’s waist and tie them in place.  Carefully fold them down to make a long skirt.  Cut the skirt straight across at the hem for a girl, divide the skirt in two and tie each half at the ankles to make a boy.  Let the doll dry completely.

from The Kids’ Big Book of Science and Nature (see Teacher’s Resources)



	Outdoor Adventure:

	     Animal Moves

     For all children – The children can demonstrate how to move like farm animals.  The children can run like cows, pigs, sheep, and goats.
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	Morning Outdoor Exploration:

	     Pouring  and Spooning Lentils

Supplies: dried lentils, various pouring and spooning containers

     For all children – The children can hone their small motor skills as they pour and spoon dried lentils from one container to another

	Afternoon Primary Exploration:

	     Counting Animals
Supplies:  large bowl filled with small plastic farm animals, Hundred Board
     For all children – Give each child a handful of farm animals to count.  Have the children count how many animals they have in total as well as how many of each kind of animals they have.  Children can do simple math equations involving addition and subtraction using the animals as counters.  When the preschool and school age children are ready they can exhibit their number knowledge by completing the Hundred Board.      

	Afternoon Secondary Exploration:

	     Pre-Writing Skills

Supplies: Sandpaper Letters
     For younger children – Review the name of the town you live in and the letter that it starts with.  Let the children trace the appropriate Sandpaper Letter so they will have a tactile impression of the letter.  Also review the first letter of the state in which you live and “A” for America.  If the children are comfortable with these letters, you can introduce 3 new letters.  You might want to try “B” for baby, “P” for past, and “M” for me.

Supplies: Moveable Alphabet, Pink Card Box

       For preschool children – The children can sound out and spell words as they think of them.  If the children need help thinking of words, they can use the Pink Card Box for ideas.  The Pink Card Box contains simple three letter words for the children to sound out.  Emphasize the beginning sound of each word when working with the children. 
Supplies: Lowercase Alphabet Tablets, Blue Card Box

      For school age children – The children can sound out and spell words using the Lowercase Alphabet Tablets.  Have the children use the Blue Card Box for ideas of words to spell.  The Blue Card Box contains four letter words with blending sounds.  If the Blue Card Box is not challenging enough for older children they can do the same activity using the Green Card Box.

	Afternoon Outdoor Exploration:

	     Animal Races

     For all children – Have each child choose what type of farm animal they would like to be.  Have races to see how fast the different animals are.  Are the results the same as in real life?  Are chickens really faster than cows?

	Teacher Resources:

	     Farm Animals – Spanish cards can be found at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/geo.htm#spa
     Pink, Blue, and Green cards can be found at http://www.montessorimaterials.org/lang.htm#pink
     The Kids’ Big Book of Science and Nature ISBN 1885593775 Williamson Publishing
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